
Department of State 


TELEGRA/ 


UNCLASSIFIED 


UNCLASSIFIED 

AN: 0790398-0991 


^HnH 


PAGE 01 STATE 230631 

ORIGIN ARA-1S ' 

INFO QCT-00 AOS-00 EUR-12 ACOA-12 CIAE-00 OOOE-00 
NSAE-OQ NSCE-00 SSO-00 ICAE-00 INRE-00 PM-05 H-02 
INR-10 L-03 PA-02 INC-01 SP-02 SS-15 SMS-01 
SIG-03 10-15 '09^ R 

DRAFTED BY ARA/CCA:RBRAIBANTI : YT ^^.;,..- 

APPROVED BY ARA- JABUSHNELL 

ARA'PRESS-OMATHES ' / 

EUR/SQV-MPARRIS -" 

ARA/CCA-PF I T2GERA10 

ARA/RPP-R4QHNS0N (SUBSTANCE) 

030<<19 0201152/62 ...~; 

01012*42 SEP 79 1??\ : :./ ': ~: " '~.,-'~7 7 

fm sfcstatf hashoc 

TO USlftr HAVANA Ml ACT IMHFQIATE 

ALL AMERICAN REPU8LIC DIPLOMATIC POSTS 

UNCLAS STATE 230631 

ALL AMERICAN REPU8LICS HANDLE AS IMMEDIATE ACTION 

E.O. 12065: N/A 

TAGS: PINR, SQPN, CU, UR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET GROUND. UNIT IN CUBA. 

1. THE FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROM UNOFFICIAL, UNCORRECTEC 
TRANSCRIPT OF THE AUGUST V. 1979 STATE DEPARTMENT BRIEFING. 
THE SPOKESMAN WAS HOODING CARTER. IF NECESSARY CORRECTcC 
VERSION WILL FOLLOW. 

2. BEGIN TEKT'. CARTER: WE HAVE RECENTLY CONFIRMED THE 
PRESENCE IN CUBA OF WHAT APPEARS TO 8E A SOVIET COMBAT 
UNIT. THIS IS THE FIRST TIME WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO CONFIRM 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 230631 

THE PRESENCE OF A SOVIET GROUNO FORCES UNIT ON THE ISLANC. 

UNCLASSIFIED 


bjlfl&J 


unclassified 

elements of the unit appear to have been th~re since at 
least 1976, we estimate that it consists of some 2,000 
to 3,000 men. the unit incluqes armored, artillery ano 
infantry elements. in addition, we estimate that the 
soviets maintain between 1,500 ano 2,000 military aoyjsory 
ano technical personnel jh cuba. 

as current configured ano supported, the unit poses no 
threat to the united states. 

ground forces per se 010 not figure in our bilateral 
understanding kith the soviets which were ofrecteo 
toward offensive weapons systems. 

nonetheless, we are concerneo about the presence of soviet 
combat troops ih cu8a. 

we have in recent months raised with the soviets the issue 
of the soviet/cuban military relationship. on august 
2sth we called in the soviet charge to express our con- 
cerns about this soviet grouno force unit. we wjll 

CONTINUE OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH THEM ON THIS SUBJECT. 

WE WILL, OF COURSE, CONTINUE TO MONITOR ALL ASPECTS OF 
SOVIET MILITARY ACTIVITIES Ifi CUBA TO ENSURE THERE IS NO 
THREAT TO THE UNITED STATES. (END OF STATEMENT) 

0. HOODING, WHY ARE YOU CONCERNED? 

A. OUR CONCERN IS CENTEREO ON THE FACT THAT THESE ARE, 
IN FACT, COMBAT TROOPS ANO IT IS DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND 
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THE RATIONALE FOR THEIR PRESENCE. 

0. WELL, 00 YOU THINK THEY ARE THERE AS A STAGING AREA 
FOR SOMETHING ELSE? 

A. I HAVE NO WAY TO DETERMINE AT THIS POINT THE BRIGADE'S 
MISSION, THIS UNIT'S. THIS IS AMONG THV THINGS WE ARE 
SEEKING TO OETERMINE. 

0. WHEN YOU CALLED ON THE SOVIET CHARGE TWO DAYS AGO, 
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WHAT DID HE SAY ABOUT IT AM) WHAT 00 YOU THlSK IS TH~ 
RATIONALE BEHIND DOING THAT AT THIS TIME? 

A. I CAN'T GO INTO OUR DIPLOMATIC EXCHANGES. LET ME 
JUST GO ON TO REITTERATE THAT WE WILL CONTINUE OUR DIS- 
CUSSIONS ON THIS I EXPECT MORE. I WOULO NOT LOOK TO A 
GREAT DEAL FROM THAT FIRST OISCUSSION. BUT WE ARE 
CONTINUING THEM. 

0. HOODING,' TN THAT OISCUSSION WITH THE SOVIET CHARGE, 
CAN YOU TELL US 010 WE GO BEYOND ASKING FOR AN EXPLANATION 
CA) DID WE RECEIVE ONE, AND (B) BEYOND THAT 010 WE ASK 
FOR THE REMOVAL OF ANY OR PART OF THIS COMBAT UNIT? 

A. I AM REALLY NOT GOING TO BE ABLE TO GO ANY FURTHER 
INTO THE SUBJECT OF THE CONVERSATION OR THE RESPONSE 
EXCEPT TO SAY THAT WE INTENO TO CONTINUE PURSUING THE 
MATTER. 

I REALLY WANT TO MAKE CLEAR SOMETHING HERE BECAUSE IT 
IS IMPORTANT. 

WE ARE NOT NOW IS A POSITION TO CHARACTERIZE THE UNIT'S 
PRESENCE ON THE ISLANO AS A BASE OR NOT. WE ARE ACTIVELY 
PURSUING, HOWEVER, IS PARTIAL RESPONSE TO YOUR QUESTION 
*N0 AN EARLIER ONE, WE ARE ACTIVELY PURSUING FURTHER 
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INFORMATION ON THIS MATTER. AS I HAVE SAID, ITS PRESENCE 
IS TN ANY CASE OF CONCERN TO US. 

NOW, THE PRESIDENT HAS STATEO, AS HE REITTERATEO AS 
RECENTLY AS A LETTER WITHIN THE MONTH, THAT IT IS THE 
POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES TO OPPOSE ANY EFFORTS, 
DIRECT OR INOIRECT, BY THE SOVIET UNION TO ESTABLISH 
MILITARY BASES IS THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE. THAT REMAINS 
THE POLICY. 

WHAT IS NOT AT THIS POINT CLEAR IS A WAY TO CHARACTERIZE 
THE PRESENCE OF THIS COMBAT UNIT. 

0. IS TERMS OF JUST THE NUMBERS, HAS THERE BEEN A ZnMZZ 
IN THE ESTIMATE OF NUMBERS OR IS IT A CHANGE IN THE 
ESTIMATE OR THE EVALUATION OF THE CONFIGURATION OF THE 
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NUMBERS THAT WERE ALREADY THERE? 

A. THERE HAS TO BE SOME ELEMENTS OF BOTH. BUT THE NOT J O.N 
OF THE STRUCTURE AT LEAST HAD TAKEN SOME SHAPE BEFORE 
NOW. THE NUMBERS IS WHAT BEGINS TO BE MORE THE QUESTION. 

0. SO, THERE WAS AN INCREASE W THE NUMBERS. 

A. WELL, IN THAT CASE -- 

0. -- TRAINING TO AMPHIBIOUS LANDINGS OR WHAT? 

A. WELL, I THINK YOU CAN PRETTY WELL FIGURE ON THIS 
WHAT WOULO OE A THREAT. 

0. I DIDN'T MAKE THE STATEMENT. 
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A. I KNOW. 

BUT I MEAN A MILITARY THREAT, I THltiK % SPEAKS FOR ITSELF, 

WHICH IT IS NOT. HOWEVER, IT IS ALSO A MATTER, AS J HAVE 

SAID, WHICH WE CERTAINLY ARE NOT TAKING LIGHTLY Oft WE 

WOULO NOT BE RAISING IT HERE . 

0. WHEN YOU SAY AS CURRENT CONFIGURED ANO SUPPORTED, 

THE UNIT POSES NO THREAT TO THE US, OOES THAT INCLUDE U.S. 

FACILITIES AT GUANTANAMO? 

A. I WOULO SAY THAT WE 00 NOT FEEL, AS THIS STATEMENT 
SAYS, THAT THIS UNIT POSES A THREAT, ANO THAT INCLUDES 
AMERICAN FACILITIES THERE, 

0. 010 SENATOR CHURCH RELEASE THE INFORMATION AFTER 
8EING AUTHORIZED TO 00 SO BY THE ADMINISTRATION? 

A. I AM NOT GOING TO GO INTO THE QUESTION OF AUTHORIZA- 
TION, BUT IT WAS CERTAINLY AFTER A BRIEFING. 

0. ON THE QAS ANO THE NQN-ALIGNEO CONFERENCE, ARE ANY 
OF THE HEMISPHERIC NEIGH80RS -- HAVE ANY OF THEN EX- 
PRESSED ENOUGH CONCERN OR HAS THE UNITED STATES IN 
ITS CONTACT WITH THEM OISCOVEREO -NOUGH CONCERN THAT 
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THIS MIGHT BE RAISEO BY ANY OF THE OAS MEMBERS WHO ARE 
MEMBERS OF THE NON-ALIGNEO CONFERENCE AT THAT MEETING? 

A . LOOK, LET ME JUST SAY THIS*. THIS IS INFORMATION 
THAT WE HAVE RECENTLY -- A CONCLUSION TO WHICH WE HAVE 
RECENTLY COME. IT HAS BEEN OBVIOUSLY CLOSELY HELO, GIVEN 
THE NATURE OF THE INFORMATION; ANO I SERIOUSLY OOUBT 
THAT WE HAVE RAISED IT JUST UP TILL NOW WITH ANYBQOY ELSE 
OTHER THAN THOSE WHO HAVE THE FORCES THERE, 

0. ON THAT SAME POINT, 00 ANY OF THE ASSESSMENTS TO WHICH 
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YOU ARE PRIVY CONNECT THE PRESENCE OR THE STATIONING 
OF THESE TROOPS THERE AT THIS TIME WITH THE NON-ALIGNED 
CONFERENCE? 

A. I REALLY WOULDN'T HAVE ANY SPECULATION TO OFFER YO'J 
ON WHY, WHERE, TIMING, ANY OF THAT. 

0. 010 YOU SAY THAT AT THIS TIME IT OOESN'T HAVE ANYTHING 
TO 00, AS FAR AS TIMING -- THIS STATEMENT -- WITH NON- 
ALIGNED COUNTRIES? 

A. OH, ABSOLUTELY. 

0. HOWEVER, YOU SAY THAT IT HAS 8EC0ME NECESSARY FOR YOJ 
TO MAKE THE STATEMENT. CAN YOU ELABORATE ON THAT? 

A. YES. INFORMATION WAS COMING OUT lit BI^S ANO PIECES 
ANO IT SEEMED NECESSARY TO TRY TO PUT OUT AS FULLY AS 
WE COULD WHAT IT IS WE BELIEVED ANO WHAT IT WAS WE WERE 
TRYING TO 00 ABOUT IT. IT'S AN OBLIGATION IN THIS CASE 
THAT WE THOUGHT WE OWEO THE PEOPLE, TO OURSELVES, AND 
TO THE CONGRESS. END OF TE^T . 

3. ALL POSTS EXCEPT HAVANA MAY ORAW ON SPOKESMAN'S 
INITIAL STATEMENT AT THEIR DISCRETION IN BRIEFING HOST 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS ON THIS MATTER. (USINT HAVANA HAS 
SEPARATE INSTRUCTIONS.) VANCE 
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